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VP.'s African Safuri

Bush Goes

for Namihia

Over the last few months a significant
shift in U.S. policy with regard to
southern Africa has publicly unfolded. In
early November Vice-President George
Bush took off on a 7-nation safari
throughout Africa which included stops

in Nigeria, Cape Verde, Senegal, Zim-
babwe, Zambia, Kenya and Zaire. Osten-

sibly billed as an ‘‘economic aid’' tour,
the real gist of Bush’s mission was to lay
down the'law as to what the future holds
for Africa—at least insofar as U.S. im-
perialism sees the future. And, although
Bush: was empowered to, and actually
did, dole out hundreds of millions of
dollars in ‘*‘aid’" to regimes whose
economies are teetering on the brink of
collapse, this was but one aspect of the
overall purpose of his trip. The message
carried by Bush to Africa was straight-

forward and direct. It signalled the laun-
ching ‘'of a new offensive by U.S. im-
perialismin southern Africa, an offensive
which entailed both the open throwing
down of the gauntlet to their Soviet im-
perialist rivals and somewhat of a leap in
the overall hammering together of the
U.S. bloc in Africa politically, and to no
small degree, militarily. :
The framework in which the latest U.S.
move has occurred is quite clearly the in-
tensifying contention between both of the
major imperialist powers and their
respective blocs. While all of their various
moves have been conditioned, and,. in
fact, determined by this contention,
especially over the latter half of the last
decade, its intensity today dictates an

even greater need for both the U.S. and
the Soviets to rustle up their blocs and put
them on a definite war fooling.

The unveiling of this latest shift during
Bush’s tour of Africa focused up around
the issue of a Namibian settlement. As
the next to the last stop on his tour, on
November 19th Bush arrived in Kenya, a
well-known stronghold of U.S. and
Western imperialism on the African con-
tinent. Speaking at a state dinner just
hours after his arrival and in a setting
described by the Washington Post as
designed to ‘‘strengthen his message,”
Bush officially announced the new twist
to the U.S.-led Namibia negotiations.
*‘The withdrawal of Cuban forces from
Angola in a parallel framework with
South Africa’s departure from Namibia
is the key (emphasis ours—R W) to the
settlement we all desire. ..My gavern-
ment is not ashamed to state the U.S. in-
terestin seeing an endto the Cuban forces
in Angola. Their introduction 7-years ago
tore the fabric of reciprocal restraint be-
tween the United. States and the Soviet
Union in the developing world. Such
restraint is vital if African regional securi-
ty and the global balance are to be main-
tained.”

After years of “‘unofficially’ attemp-
ting to hinge a Namibian settlement on
the withdrawal of Cuban troops from
‘Angola (at most the U.S. position in the
past has simply beenito demand a sort of
official but unconnected parallel agree-
ment on Namibia and‘the withdrawal of
the Cuban troops), the U.S. has shifted to
the official adoption of the position that
the withdrawal of the Cuban troops from
Angola is an'absolute condition for any
conceivable settlement.

The Soviets have an entire military gar-
rison perched in Angola, a garrison
which is composed in large part of no less
than one-sixth of the entire Cuban army.

-

Unning

Because of this the Soviets possess a very
significant military/strategic outpost
bothiin terms of putting themselvesin the

. best'possible position for world war and

in terms of making important inroads in-
to anarea of the world whichis of vitalin-
terest to both the U.S. and the Soviets.
Given this, it is highly unlikely (to put it
mildly) that the Soviels are simply going
to agree to any attempts to dismantle this
outpost in exchange for, at best, a long
shot at implementing their historic com-
promise strategy in Namibia. And itis ex-
actly because the U.S. recognizes this that
they have moved to pose the demand for
the dismantling of this garrison in ex-
change for a Namibia settlement. In
other words, what the U.S. is saying
when it gets translated out to the real
world is, plain and simple: there is not go-
ing to be any Namibia settlement, when
such a settlement could only amount toa
further strengthening of the Soviet hand
in southern Africa.

And, it is quite clear that this message
is the work of every one of the variousim-
perialist powers in the U.S. bloc, not just
the U.S. alone. It is actually quite in-
teresting to note that although the other
members of the so-called Contact Group
(the negotiating team composed of
Western European imperialists, Canada
and the U.S. which spearheaded the
maneuverings around Namibia for at
least the last 4 years), particularly France
and West Germany, always claim to have
significant differences with the U.S. and
South Africa over the question. of
Namibia, yet not a one of them has so
much as uttered a peep of protest against
this latest U.S. move. In fact, the view of
these other Western blocimperialists was
concisely summed up by the French
foreign minister, Claude Cheysson, when
he recently stated, ““The work of the Con-
tact Group is over.”’

While Bush attributes this new official
U.S. position to a desire to mend the torn
fabric of ‘“‘reciprocal restraint,’’ inactual
fact the public announcement and adop-
Continued on page 13
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Revolutionary from
= "B Turkey Murdered in
Holland

The attacks which have filled Turkish
prisons and torture chambers and
stretched to Europe with the arrest of
Hiiseyin Balkir and other revolutionaries
from Turkey now include the murder of
NubarYalim in Holland. Nubar was shot
dead Nov. 5 when his home was sur-
rounded and attacked in a full-scale
assault thought to have been organized
by the MIT (Turkish secret police). Two
details in the sketchy initial reports we
have received mark the cooperation of
Dutch’ authorities in this murder; first,
Nubar's residence was not publicly
known; and second, after killing Nubar,
the attackers rather casually cleaned up
the evidence under the astonished and
horrified eyes of the neighbors without
any apparent fear that they would be in-
terrupted. As we reported at the time of
Hiiseyin Balkir's arrest (RW No. 173),
the Turkish military junta has recently
published a wanted list of revolutionaries
and leftists abroad. Now we have receiv-
ed a quote from the Turkish daily Hur-
riyet which calls for widening the cam-
paign against revolutionaries within
Turkey’s borders by striking at revolu-
tionaries abroad as well, pointing to the
Israeli Mossad's assasination of PLO
figuresin Europe as an example of what’s
required. There is a thick stench of a

NATO-wide campaign , in both
*‘legal’ and ‘‘illegal’ forms, to rid the
U.S.-led bloc of the threat of revolution
in Turkey and the revolutionary con-
tagion in Europe. :

A mass protest march against Nubar’s
murder and this whole murderous cam-
paign took place in Paris Nov, 20. It was
organized by a coalition of forces, in-
cluding a contingent of revolutionary
workers from Turkey, Several hundred
people, many. of them wearing Nubar's
photo pinned to their clothing, swept
down one of Paris’ main boulevards as
thousands of immigrants and French on-
lookers lined the streets. Some of the on-
lookers argued vigorously about the
nature of the Turkish government, others
were provoked by the portrait of Mao
Tsetung included in a giant banner of
Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao, !
and still others could be heard joining in
when the Internationale was sung,
Vanloads of French riot police stationed
nearby were kept out of sight until the
marchers stopped in an intersection for a
final rally. Then suddenly’a dozen vans
converged on the intersection, in a
sinister reminder of France’s own
membership in the Western imperialist
alliance. Similiar demonstrations were to
be heldin W. Germany. i

Stop the Exiradition of

Hiseyin Balkar

In the last two weeks the RW has
received copies of petitions sent in sup-
port of Huseyin Balkir to W. German
and French authorities signed by:

—*'“42 internationalists in Houston,
Texas from Iran, Lebanon, Palestine,
Mexico and El Salvador”

—*‘5] progressive people of all nation-
alities riding on buses from Michigan to
Washington, D.C. for the demonstration
in support of the Palestinian/ revolution
on Palestine Day, Noyv. 27"

—*421 people at the premiere of Yol in
San Francisco’'

—*“20 Indian comrades’ residing in

It is extremely important that these
authorities continue to receive a stream of
letters, petitions, telegrams, etc., deman-
ding that Balkir not be extradited and
that he be freed. Balkir, a leading revolu-
tionary from Turkey, was stripped of his
citizenship by the Turkish junta. He was
given political refugee status in France
and a passport under the UN Conven-
tion. While visiting W. Germany he was
arrested Sept. 13 by W. German
authorities, supposedly at the request of
the junta. He has been held since thenin a
Cologne prison awaiting extradition
despite the fact that such a move would
violate the UN Convention, W. German-
French accords on refugees and even W.
German-Turkish treaties which forbid
extradition in death penalty cases. Balkir
will be killed if he is shipped back to

Send protests (o:
Oberstaatsanwaltschaft
Reihenspergerplatz
5000 Kéln 1

W. Germany

Ministére des Relations Exterieures
Quai d'Orsay

Paris 7t

France

Copies should be sent to:the R W and to:
Committee in Solidarity with Political
_ Prisoners
Kaiser-Wilhelm Str. 252
4100 Duisberg 11
W. Germany
Phone; 0203-407244

West Germany”’

Turkey. (See RW Nos. 182 and 173:)
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L’Affaire des
Géneraux.
Or
Begging Mr. |
Mitterand’s |
Reachonary
Pardon

**Heal the wounds,”” **bring about na-
tional reconciliation,” “bury the divi-
sions of the past.”” Sound familiar? This
time, however, it is not Ronald Reagan or
General Jimmy Stewart talking but the
Sacialist government of France, The
wounds they want to heal are thaose
caused by the Algerian War which divid-
ed not only the masses of people but also
the reactionary ruling classes themselves.

Recently a big flap has taken place in
France over the Mitterand government’s
decision to grant a full pardon to eight
fascist generals of the French army. Of
course these generals were never busted
for having played a key roleinkilling over
a million Algerian men, women and chil=
dren in France’s losing effort to maintain
their north African colony (/’A/lgérie fran-
¢aise) nor were they ever brought to trial
for the widespread and well-known use of
torture. Most of the war criminals guilty
of these crimes and others (like the gun-
ning down in cold blood of several hun-
dred Algerians who were peacefully de-
monstrating in the streets of Paris) are
still occupying important positions in the
Army and State or have retired with full
honors. No, the crime of these generals
was having tried to topple the DeGaulle
regime when the latter was finally forced
to pull out of Algeria.

It is not surprising that the Socialist
government, and Mitterand in particular,
is'so anxious to close the last page on the
Algerian war. For Mitterand himself, at
that time the Minister of the Interior and
thus directly responsible for *‘law and
order” in colonies as well as in the Metro-
pole, waded up to his neck in the blood of
the Algerian people. In fact the entire
French left. Communist Party of France
(PCF) included, would like to forget the
Algerian war whxch remains the most
shameful page in its history of pro-
imperialist politics,

When the Front for National Libera-
tion (FLN) launched armed attacks on
French colonial authorities and published
a declaration of war on November 1,
1954, the response of the ‘‘left’’ govern-
ment of Mendes-France then in power
was quick — and predictable. Mendes-
France, the recently deceased ‘‘grand old
man’’ of the French left, declared that
“‘Algeriais France’" and Mitterand added
““The only negotiation possible is war.”

One year and two governments later
the situation had gone from bad.to Worse
for I’Algérie frangaise as increasing num-

bers of Algerians joined the insurgency
despite the Draconian measures of the

succeeding left governments. The newly

elected Socialist government of Guy Mol-
letdemanded a virtual carte blanche from
the Chamber of Deputies to take “‘what-
ever measures necessary’’ to put down
the rebellion. The PCF voted the war
measures.

In 1957 it was still the Socialists at the
helm when the famous Battle of Algiers
took place — a battle which was won by
the French army by the massive recourse
to torture.

While unleashing the army to kill and
burn and working the guillotine overtime
(a particularly unmentionable point in
France where the Socialist Party just
made a big deal about abolishing the
“morally objectionable’ death penalty),
the “‘leftists’* in power would occasional-
ly make pious proclamations about doing
away with ““injustice” in Algeria and giv-
ing ‘‘equal rights’" to the long-oppressed
indigenous majority. In any event, it was
a hypocritical two-faced game that could-
n't go on forever, and in May 1958 the
generals of the French army in Algeria
staged a military rebellion and threatened
to send paratroopers to Paris. Their cen-
tral demand: that Charles DeGaulle be
returned to power. Faced with an offer
they couldn’t refuse, the Chamber of
Deputies voted DeGaulle’s conditions:
rule by decree for six months and a new
constitution. The arrival of DeGaulle to
power was hailed almost universally by
the bourgeoisie, who saw it as a means of
strengthening the state apparatus and re-
solving the Algerian problem. The social-
ists themselves were no doubt relieved to
have DeGaulle take over, as they would
no longer be responsible for the conduct
of an increasingly unpopular and losing
war.

DeGaulle realized that France could
not win in Algeria and that the war was
damaging the overall interests of French
imperialism. He thus embarked on a pro-
gram of intensifying military operations,
hoping thereby to break the back of the
FLN, while at the same'time pursuing a
negotiated settlement that would leave
France’s imperialist interests as much in-
tact as possible. DeGaulle had to be care-
ful about presenting his Algerian policy
since the coup d’etar that brought him to
power had been waged under the banner
of I"Algerie frangaise and the big colonial-
ists in Algeria, bitterly opposed to any
form of independence, represented a
powerful force in French political life.

Nevertheless, bit by bit DeGaulle’s
*‘peace plan’’ ‘emerged and direct nego-
tiations were begun with the FLN. Not
surprisingly this led to more and! more
opendiscontent among powerful sections
of the bourgeoisie and the army who were
still deluded into thinking that the Alge-
rian war could be won (or were willing to
accept a state of perpetual war) and who
believed that the “‘loss™ of Algeria would
doirreparable harm to France's interests.
. Asthe war grew to a close the disgrun-
tled generals led another military rebel-
lion, this time aimed against DeGaulle,
who was accused of “‘selling out” /'A/gé-
rie francaise. But unlike the earlier and
successful coup d'etat that brought De-
Gaulle to: power, the majority of the
bourgeoisie was resolutely opposed and
the rebellion was quickly put down. In
the aftermath, a number of top generals
formed the O.A.S. (Organisation de
I’Armée Secréte). The O.A.S. carried out
a terrorist campaign directed against the
Algerian masses (which in itself was no
great crime in the eyes of the bourgeoisie)
but ©.A.S. also carried its murderous ac-
tivities into France itself and began blow-
ing up houses of pro-government politi-
cians and even mounted a serious effort
to assassinate DeGaulle.

In France the traditional left, which
had never lifted a finger in favor of Alge-
rian independence, found itself rallying
around DeGaulle inan.unspoken *‘united
front against fascism.”’ Thus the terms of
the political debate were shifted away
from the question of whether. or not to
support the armed struggle of the Alge-
rian people and the defeat of the French
imperialists and onto the safe terrain of
supporting the *‘republican’* bourgeoisie
against the ‘“fascists™ of the O.A.S.

While the O.A.S. was roundly con-
demned by the great majority of French
bourgeois society, it did enjoy consider-
able support among the extreme right-
wing forces (or *“‘ultras’’ as they were call-
ed at the time) and, especially, among the

over one million French colonialists, big
and small, who fled Algeria after the loss
of their paradise. These repatriated colo-
nialists (or “pieds noirs’’) have continued
to this day to provide an important base
of support for reactionaries of all stripes.
For many years after the Algerian war the
question of I’Algerie francaise continued
to divide the right-wing political partiesin
France between those who supported De-
Gaulle and others who considered the
peace settlement a ‘‘betrayal.”’ Not sur-
prisingly, the Socialist Party also got into
the act, also striving to build a base of
support among the pieds noirs and sup-
porting many of their demands for am-
nesty, _

Actually, it was DeGaulle himself who
amnestied the rebellious generals and
others in 1968 when, in the face of the
massive revolutionary upsurge of work-
ers and students, he needed to unite the
“ultras” firmly around his banner, Many
of the remnants of the O.A.S. were inte-
grated into DeGaulle’s own semi-official
paramilitary force which was given the
names of tens of thousands of revolution-
aries and opponents to be rounded up if

“extralegal’”” methods were required to
quell revolutionary upsurge.

But while DeGaulle let the remaining
generals out of jail and welcomed others,
who had gone into exile, back into the
country, and even restored their pen-
sions, he stopped short of a full pardon.

" In France, perhaps more than any other

Western state, the question of “*historical
verdict'" is an extremely important and
often. intensely debated subject. Thus,
even though the generals were now free to
go about their reactionary business, as
long as they did not have the full honors
due to servants of French imperialism the
question of a full pardon continued to sur-
face from time to time.

During his election campaign Mitte-
rand had promised to eliminate the “‘last
remaining consequences of the Algerian
war” without ever clarifying if he was
talking about the rebellious generals. In
October of this year Prime Minister Mau-
roy proposed a law which would grant a
full pardon to all those who had been
convicted of a crime during or in the wake

Megalithic
Monoliths
for
Posterity

It is rare to find the U.S. imperialists
contemplating their own mortality. As
they would have it, their reign on the
planet should last practically forever as
long as they can maintain the will and
gumption to keep it going. However, cer-
tain practical problems of the day have
compelled the government to commis-
sion the Analytic Science Corporation to
do an exhaustive archeological study of
the great monuments of civilizations
past in order to design the most lasting
and clearly decipherable marker to in-
form posterity about one of this system’s
immortal contributions to mankind. In
the study, Stonehenge, the Pyramids of
Egypt, the Acropolis, The Great Wall of
China, the Nazca lines in Peru, and the
Serpent Mound of the Adena Indians
(located in what is now Ohio, USA)
were all subjected to a thorough analysis
taking into account the factors of cost
durability, resistance to theft and van-
dalism, and comprehensibility. The con-
clusion reached was that the ideal type of
monument would be a series of
“‘megalithic monoliths'” like Stonehenge
though in an advanced modern-day
design bearing clear inscriptions as 1o
what they meant in the 6 languages used
in the United Nations along with scien-
tifically devised universal symbols. The
monoliths would be sunk five feet into
the ground and be 20 feet high and made
out of “*hard, dense nonporous rock, like
granite or basalt."’

Before anyone accuses these imperia-
lists of excessive vanity, however, let us

of'the Algerian war and would specifical-
ly pardon the eight generals and restore
them to reserve status, assure them of a
full military funeral, and so on.

The surprise came when the Socialist

- deputies, who make up the majority in

the Chamber of Deputies, refused to go
along and adopted an amendment elimi-
nating the provision in the law concerning
the generals. The Mitterand government
found itself in the unenviable position of
not being able to deliver on its promises to
the reactionary pieds noirs community
because some Socialist Party parliamen-
tarians were using the issue to do some
further grandstanding about their com-
mitment to democratic principles.

The solution came on November 23
when Mauroy inyoked a rarely used pro-
vision of the constitution which allows
the government to adopt measures with-
out a vote providing the government is
not censured within 24 hours (which
would' require the Prime Minister to re-
sign and/or the dissolution of the Nation-
al Assembly and new elections).

The famous provision of the constitu-
tion that allowed this maneuver (Article
49, clause 3) is one of several such provi-
sions, insisted upon by DeGaulle, which
give the head of the French state more di-
rect authority thanin any other advanced
bourgeois-democratic country. The So-
cialist Party, not to mention Mitterand
himself, has been on record numerous
times as opposing this ‘‘undemocratic”’
measure. Actually the Socialist deputies
(and those of the PCF as well) were re-
lieved by this measure, which allowed the
government to have its way without forc-
ing them to take the humiliating posture
of reversing their vote. Needless to say,

*no censure motion was made,

So now everyone is happy — the gene-
rals will have their military funeral; the
French army will have several experienced
generals to step forward to active duty
should war require it; the Socialist depu-
ties have reaffirmed their dedication to
republican: principles; national reconci-
liation has been fostered; and Monsieur
Mitterand has shown again his *‘firm
hand” on the ship of state. Yet another
example of imperialism colored pink. [

assure them that these historic
monuments are only being designed with
the sincerest interests in the well-being of
future society in mind. You see, the pur-
pose of the markers is to delineate the
boundaries of nuclear waste sites. This
act of concern for future generations is
necessary becauseradioactive waste takes
tens of thousands of years to decay, and
even the U.S. must contemplate not béing
around quite rhat long. But even as they
consider a future without them in it, to-
day's rulers are undoubtedly taking heart
that their remains will still be poisoning
the world long after they are gone. Each
site will be marked by about 30 of these.
“‘megalithic monoliths’" bearing the
following profound inscripton for
civilizations to come: “RADIOACTIVE
WASTE — DO NOT DIG HERE
DEEPLY.’ There will also be a picture,

patterned after international driving
signs, of a human figure digging in the
ground with a diagonal line through it,
along with the currently familiar sign of
radiation. We are sure that the members
of future society will heartily thank the
Human Interference Task Force of the
Office 'of Nuclear Waste for wisely
deploying such great man-made
megaliths, leaving posterity with a lasting
legacy of their concern for humanity
past, present, and futuré. Upon stumb-
ling across these fitting monuments to an
ancient and moribund society, the people
of the future are sure to be slightly amaz-
ed, but will no doubt quickly decipher

their deeper message; STAY AWAY

FROM THIS SHIT FOREVER!"' ]
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Socidlist Construction and Class Struggle In
the Field of Economics

Continued from page 7
are advanced enterprises and those falling
short are the backward ones.”

In a word, to Sun Yeh-fang, the pur-
pose of planning and developing the eco-
nomy is making money and factories and
enterprises: are set up and operated for
that purpose. By getting hold of the “‘ox’s
nose’” or profits, revolving around them
and going after them, the enterprise can
develop, techniques can be advanced and
society can goforward. Though Sun Yeh-
fang’s ‘‘economics” sounds mysterious,
it turns out to be nothing but a fraud once
it is seen-through.

The basic characteristic of capitalist
society is that everything is done in order
to make money — “‘do whatever brings
profit.”’ Marx pointed out that the mis-

-sion of bourgeois society was to make
money, and “production of surplus-value
is the absolute law of this mode of pro-
duction.”” Making money propels every-
thing, money means vitality and the more
one makes, the more vitality one gets; ex-
ploiting, plundering and waging wars of
aggression in order to make money, this
is the nature of the bourgeoisie. Engels
said: *‘For it [the bourgeoisie] nothing
exists in the world, except for the sake of
money, itself not excluded. It knows no
bliss'save that of rapid gain." Sun Yeh-
fang’s *‘system of political economy’’
was devised from this bourgeois world
outlook.

Regarding the money incentive as the
panacea and something absolutely indis-
pensable — this reflects the rotten and
declining mental world of the modern re-
visionists, China’s Khrushchov Liu
Shao-chi and his henchman Sun Yeh-
fang as well as the poverty of their econo-
mics.

After the proletariat seizes political
power, there are two diametrically op-
posed lines for economic conStruction:
Should politics be put in.command of the
economy or should ‘“‘economic methods
be used to run the economy?’; should pro-
letarian politics be put in command con-
sistently or should “‘profits be in com-
mand"? In guiding our socialist con-
struction, Chairman Mao has always put
proletarian: politics in first place, using
politics to command the economy, and
grasping revolution and promoting pro-
duction. This is.the Marxist-Leninist line
for consolidating and strengthening the
dictatorship of the proletariat. From
Khrushchoy in the Soviet Union to Chi-
na’s Khrushchov Liu Shao-chi, from Li-
berman to Sun Yeh-fang, all advocated
“‘running the economy by economic me-
thods’ and putting **profits in com-
mand.* This in fact means putting bour-
geois politics in command and using it to
undermine the socialist economic base.
This is an' out-and-out counter-revolu-
tionary revisionist line to- restore
capitalism.

Though he called his ‘‘economics’”
“socialist,’” Sun Yeh-fang could not dis-
guisethereactionary essence of his theory
of “‘putting profits: in command’':
“Profits in command' was counter-
posed to putting proletarian politics in
command in an effort to transform the
unified socialist ownership by the whole
people into separate ‘‘independent king-
doms™ and turn every enterprise under
ownership by the whole people into one
under ownership by the bourgeoisie. In
his own counter-revolutionary words, he
wanted ‘“‘this sacred garden of inner rela-
tions under the ownership by the whole
people’” to be ‘‘wide open.” We shall

now expose this reactionary essence from
various aspects.

Socialist Planned Economy Versus
Capitalist Free Economy

Our great leader Chairman Mao teach-
esus: “‘Man has been developing for hun-
dreds of thousands of years, but in China
it is only now that he has secured condi-
tions under which he can deyelop his eco-
nomy and culture according to plan, Now
that we have these conditions, the face of
our country will change from year to
year."

The planned and proportionate devel-
opment of the national economy is cha-
racteristic of socialism and is:an impor-
tant indication of socialism’s superiority
over capitalism. By first undermining the
planned economy, Sun Yeh-fang tried to
disintegrate unified socialist ownership
by the whole people.

His ‘“‘basic views'' on the question of
planning are: “‘Let profits be the main
quota in planning and statistics,”” and
‘‘planning is based on the law of value."
What does all thismean? It means that in
making plans the stateand theenterprises
should all proceed from ‘‘value’” and
‘*profit.”’ To put it more plainly, it means
proceeding from making money, or, as
Liu Shao-chi put it, *‘do whatever brings

profit.”” The state works out a big plan

for making money, while the enterprises
formulate plans of a smaller nature for
making money.

Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought holds that politics is the concen-
trated expression of economics, and that
planning is'subject to politics. There are
socialist plans as well as revisionist
“plans.”” The fundamentaldifference be-
tween them is: on which class’ politics are
the plans based and which class do they
serve?

QOurs is a socialist country under the

A Revisionist Economic Primer

Tweo selections from the Soviet revi-
sionists follow. The first is taken from
Political Economy: Socialism, Chaprer
8, Progress Publishers, 1977.

...In the post-war years when the
economy had been restored, and techni-
gue and the economy had been raised to
new heights, new industries developed,
the scale of production grew, the social
division of labor was extended, the scien-
tific and technological revolution began
to develop, the existing autonomous
organization of production ceased in
many ways to meet the needs of further
development of the productive forces. It
became necessary to find new forms of
direction of the economy corresponding
to the present-day level of the Soviet
economy.

As already mentioned, the September
1965 Plenary meeting of the Central
Committee adopted decisions, confirmed
in: many later decisions of the CPSU,
which were aimed, in conformity with'the
ievel of development of the productive
forces reached, at improving methods of
economic management in combination
with centralized state planning and the
development of profit and loss accoun-
ting with broader use of commodity
money relations, the law of value and
value categories (profits, prices, prime
costs, profitability, etc.), Such combina-
tion encourages raising of the efficiency
of social production, progressive
development of economic relations,
primarily between the body of workers of
the enterprise and society as a whole. . .

e

In practice, profit and loss acccunting
operates as a method of managing the
economy associated with central plan-
ning, the essence of which is that each
enterprise assesses its outlays on produc-
tion and the results of its economic opera-
tions in money form, covers its expendi-
ture by its cash income and insures pro-
fitable production. The most important
features of the method are its self-cover-
ing nature and profitability. . .

Achievement of maximum results in
the interest of society with the least ex-

penditure of labor and means of produc-
tion is the indefeasible law of thrifty
management which is realized through
consistent use of profit and loss accoun-
ting at all levels'of the socialist economy.
This applies to both individual enter-
prises and theirsub units, the state-owned
industrial associations and industrial
ministries. . .

Another principle of profit and loss ac-
counting is that of material incentives.
This means economic stimulation in
enterprises and material encouragement
of the organized work force and of each
of its members. For this purpose such
levers as profit, prices and bonuses are us-
ed. The material encouragement of
workers takes the form of various
bonuses and other rewards from the in-
centive funds. Enterprises that fulfill
their state plan assignment and insure a
profitable production are eligible for
material encouragement. In fact the net
income of an enterprise depends on the
quantity and quality of its'output realiz-
ed. As the quantity of realized output in-
creases and its quality improves so the net
income of an enterprise increases. What
is:more, it depends to a considerable ex-
tent on the amount of expenditure of pro-
duction and marketing, The lower the
enterprises’ production outlays per unit
product the greater at a given price its net
income is.

This second excerpt is drawn from an
article entitled “‘Economic Accountabili-
ty in a Mature Socialist Society’’ Pravda
Publishers, 1977. This latter article also
appeared. in'the May 1978 issue of Pro-
blems.of Economics, a journal of English
translations.

The policy of creating associations*
also determines other directions in the
development of economic accountability.
Given the increased influence of associa-

tions on production, sales, and invest-
ment, in our view ‘it is legitimate to
evaluate the performance on the basis of
general criteria reflecting all aspects of
management and not only some of them,
as was the case with enterprises, which
necessitated the use of only partial incen-
tive indicators.. -

The indicators of gross output and
reduced enterprise cost of production
were ‘used as general evaluative criteria
before the transition was made to the new
planning and economic stimulation
methods. Under the new conditions of
management they have been replaced by
sales profit indicators that reflect
society's recognition of the product, that
stimulate the improyement of product
quality, etc. Of the new indicators, the
profit indicator—which detects increases
in'sales volume, reductions in production
costs, and improvements in product
quality (since they are accompanied by
price rises or markups)—most nearly ap-
proximates final effectiveness.

If net profit rather than balance sheet
profit is used as the evaluative criterion,
then in addition to the enumerated
economic performance factors, it will in
our opinion also reflect such factors as:
the use of productive capital (through
capital charges); the return on credit
resources (through loan interest); the ef-
fectiveness of extraction of natural
resources (through rent payments); pay-
ment to the budget of the part of the pro-
fit that results from relatively high cur-
rent prices, from planning decisions of
state agencies that favor enterprises with
regard to the organization of transport
communications or the production of a
highly profitable mix (through fixed pay-
ment); profitable payment of sums due
the budget or the bank; and discipline in
the settlement of accounts between
economic partners.

* This refers'to the Production Associa-
tions, instituted as a new form of
economic organization in 1973. These are
unions of capital not unlike corporations
and ‘ftrusts. ‘“The number of
obyedineniya (Production Associations)

has been rising steadily, and itisintended
that they cover the bulk of industrial out-
putwithin the next two to three years. In
1978 they were responsible for 43.6% of
total output.'' (Soviet Economic System,
Alec Nove, 1980).

dictatorship of the proletariat, On: the
basis of poverty and blankness and _
through decades of arduous struggle we
are going to build a great and powerful
socialist country with a modern agricul-
ture, modern industry, modern national
defence and modern science and culture,
and create a solid base area for the world
revolution of the proletariat. Our nation-
al economic planning must serve this
great political goal of the proletariat and
should proceed from the needsof the do-
mestic and international class struggles

and our country's socialist construction

in eachiperiod. In working out plans, we
must adhere to the general line of “‘going
all out, aiming high and achieving great-
er, faster, better and more economical re-
sultsin building socialism’* and the series
of great principles, including “Be pre-
pared apainst war, be prepared against
natural disasters, and do everything for
the people,”” *“maintaining independence
and keeping the initiative in our own
hands and relying on our own efforts,”’
and *‘take agriculture as the foundation
and industry as the leading factor,”* laid
down by Chairman Mao.: The require-
ments of preparedness against war and
natural disasters and of doing everything
for the peopleare our basic starting point
in working out plans, doing work and
considering problems. Confronted by the
threat of awar of aggression launched by
U.S. imperialism and social-imperialism,
it is of special importance now to fully
implement Chairman Maao’s great princi-
ple ‘‘Be prepared against war, be pre-
pared apainst natural disasters, and do
everything for the people.”

If “*planning is based on the law of
value,’' the state could not develop the
unprofitable national defence industry;
heavy industry or industries in the inte-
rior could not be built; a given area, pro-
vince orcity could not'set up a diversified
industrial system with a view to getting
prepared against war; industries sup-
porting agriculture but yielding low out-
put value and bringing tempotarily low
returns could not be developed and the
state could not engage in and increase
those people’s daily necessities which
must be subsidized for a time; and it
would be impossible to produce the
goods necessary to support the struggle of
the world’s reyolutionary people in the
spirit of proletarian internationalism. In
short, what Sun Yeh-fang advocated
would make us abandon our great task of
building a powerful socialist country and
depart from the victorious road charted
by Chairman Mao. Such “‘plans’’ are no-
thing but revisionist plans needed by Liu
Shao-chi for capitalist restoration, These
are simply plans to drag us back over to
the old semi-feudal and semi-colonial
road and undermine our Party and coun-
try.

In socialist society, there are commodi-
ties and there is the law of value. We use
the latter as a tool in planning and busi-
ness accounting, but we are firmly oppos-
ed to making it the basis for regulating
production or working out our plans. In
their efforts to restore capitalism in the
econcmic field, the modern revisionists
share a common feature: they theoreti-
cally exaggerate the role of the law of
value, and want to use it to regulate and
control all social production. This is the
way they try to pull economic construc-
tion out of the socialist orbit based on
putting proletarian politics in command
and into the capitalist orbit based on
“putting profits in.command.”

‘“Actually the law of value is another
way of saying the general line,”” and
“there may be thousands of laws, but the
law of value comes first.”” By making
such absurd statements, Sun Yeh-fang
seemingly found justification for the
trash he -peddled, such as *‘planning is
based on the law of value’’ and using the
law of value to regulate all social produc-
tion.. This is the most shameless and des-
picable distortion of the Party’s general
line for socialist construction.

Planning on the basis of the law of
value and planhing in accordance with
the general line represent two diametri-
cally opposed lines in construction. The
Party’s general line for socialist construc-
tion formulated by Chairman Mao him-
self is the Marxist-Leninist line which
mobilizes the enthusiasm of hundreds of
millions of people for building socialism,
the revolutionary line which'competes in
time and speed with imperialism and
social-imperialism, and the life-blood
that enables the proletariat to completely
defeat the bourgeoisie and all class ene-
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four little girls were killed, Ed Fields,
editor of their inflammatory rag,
Thunderbolt, Sam Bowers, convicted of
the murders of three civil rights workers
in Mississippi in 1964, and Don Black,
whose history also goes back to close in-
volvement with attacks on the Civil
Rights movement of the '60s and who
recently was convicted of attempting to
lead a band of mercenaries to overthrow
the government of Dominica, a small
Caribbean nation.

The march was originally called for
Nov. 6th and various political trendsand
forces organized to.oppose the granting
of permits and called for counter
demonstrations. Suddenly without more
explanation than that they couldn’t get
their people together, and pleading that
they were “too peor” to make the tripto
D.C. the Klan cancelled out in
Washington. Instead, Imperial Wizard,
Billl Wilkerson (not invited to Stone
Mountain because hethad openly bragged
about his cooperation with the FBI) held
asmall *“Support your Local Police”" ral-
ly in nearby Montgomery County.
Counter demonstrations were held there
and in D.C. Not a week later, the Con-
federation of Klans was heard from again
and' this time they declared that they in-
tended to bring 200 of their scum to
march in Washington on Nov. 27th.
Within days they had their permits, sign-
ed, sealed and delivered for a march
down Pennsylvania Avenue from the
Capitol to Lafayette Park right across
from/the White House.

Their stated purpose for coming to
D.C. was to oppose the Simpson-Mazzoli
Immigration Bill in Congress. This bill, in
actuality a sharp attack on immigrants
and an attempt to exert political control
over this petentially revolutionary sec-
tion of the people, is being opposed by
the Klan for promoting ‘‘colored im-
migration.”” The following quote from
Thunderbolt speaking to this question,
echoes the very real concerns and
preparation being made by the bour-
geoisie for:dealing with the foreign-born
proletarians and oppressed and points to
the usefulness of the Klan to the U.S. im-
perialists in rallying a section of their
reactionary social base for the possibility
of civil war in the future: ‘It will not be
long before Mexicans are strong enough
to annex back these parts of America (the
Southwest). Of course the greatest danger
is that they will unite with all the other
colored groups and simply take over the
country.” A little taste of this potential
danger to the All-American way of life so
typified by these Kiukkers was felt on the
streets of Washington that day.

The bourgeoisie made massive
preparations to insure a safe welcome
home for the Klan to Washington, D.C,
where they had not marched in 57 years.
Miles of storm fencing were erected along
the march route and large sections of the
Capitol and White House areas were bar-
ricaded off entirely. All leave for D.C.
police officers was cancelled and there
had even been talk of bringing in the Na-
tional Guard. Even the FBI got into the
act, personally ordered by Attorney
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General Smith to assist D.C. and U.S.
Park Police by coordinating “‘logistics’
directly with the Klan, D.C. Police Chief
Turner warned ominously of *‘possible
violence' and called on everyone to stay
home. A group of Black politicians and
clergy, including D.C. delegate to Con-
gress, Walter Fauntroy, who builds his
reputation on being a former SCLC
member, got together to form the Coali-
tion for Community Unity. They publicly
warned of the potential for violence and
planned prayer services, a ‘‘Jobs Day”’
and other ‘‘positive alternatives’ like
handing out free butter(!?!) at churches
to keep people pacified and off the
streets,

The Trotskyite Progressive Labor Par-
ty and the Sparticist League each called
picketsand rallies near the Capitol to stop
the Klan from marching. The night be-
fore the march, PL’s spraypainting went
up in Black communities, and about 100
people came out to picket with them on
Saturday. PL is known for their history
of leading militant reformist confronta-
tions with the Klan wherever they march
and tried unsuccessfully to confront their
march in Montgomery County on Nov.
6th. The Sparticists had pulled together a
labor/Black c¢oalition of lower level
union officials and mobilized several
hundred to come to D.C. Warning of the
danger of the ‘‘rise of the right’’, they
called on: people to ‘‘Stop the Klan®’
because their programme is the same as
Reagan's program and if the Klan is not
stopped in D.C. they will march
anywhere and everywhere. -

There were also non-confrontational
rallies planned at other sites in the city.
The Communist Workers Party (CWP)
had made clear from the beginning when
organizing for their Nov. 6th counter
demonstration that they had no intention

of confronting the KKK. Al a press con=

ference at that time, they assured the
press that they would do everything
possible to prevent disruptions from tak-
ing place, and boasting that the Afro-
American Policeman’s Association was
part of the coalition they had pulled
together, they praised the D.C. police for
being the “‘best in the world’* at the ra-
tional handling of demonstrations. They
made the thrust of their work petitioning
that permits not be granted to the Klan
*‘in our nation’s capital,’’ and demanded
that Reagan speak out against the Klan.
They called for pickets at the Capitol and
the White House but in'the midst of all
the activity they hardly had a visible
presence. The All People’s Congress
which had united with the Black United
Front and a number of other organiza-
tions, planned a rally at McPherson
Square, a block from Lafayette Park.
Also warning of the “‘rise of the right”
they called for a Popular Front Against
Fascism and calling Reagan the biggest
member of the Klan, they included the
fight against the Klan and racism in their
program of fighting' Reagan’s increased
military spending and cutbacks in social
programs. These forces were joined by
the Noy. 29th Coalition who had moved
their rally marking the international day
of solidarity with the Palestinian people
from New York to D.C. in order to/link
up with' the anti-Klan demonstration.
They held a separate rally in the morning
and then marched over to join the All
Peoples Congress. In all, these two
groups brought together about 1000 peo-
ple from D.C. and around the country.

By 10 o'clock in the morning, hun-
dreds and hundreds of people from D.C.
and the surrounding area, mainly Black
youth, began to gather near the Capitol
and the White House — the scheduled
starting and end points of the KKK
march. Not drawn by any particular
organization, they drifted in and out of
the various different rallies, grabbed up
flags and signs with anti-Klan slogans,
but mainly they pressed up against police
barricades and waited tensely for the
Klan to show.

By noon only 35 Klansmen had
gathered. It is not clear why more Klan
had not shown up. Perhaps it was a
political decision involving consultation
at the higher levels of the ruling class,
perhaps it was infighting in their ranks or

fears about whether they could really pull.

it off. But it was clear that the Klan had
not mobilized to bring their forces out
(and it certainly was not because J.B. Sto-
ner couldn’t afford the buses). They held
a brief press conference near the Capitol,
safely away from the eyes of the
demonstrators. Summing up the turnout

and the mood of the masses on the
streets, a mutual:decision was apparently
made by police and Klan that the Klan
would not march down Pennsylvania
Avenue. Instead they all got into a car
and a bus and the police smuggled them
secretly over to Lafayette Park where
they rallied briefly in a corner with their
sheets in bags tucked under their arms
and' then were hustled quickly out of
town.

Meanwhile blocksaway at the Capitol,
more than 1000 people who had gathered
to confront the Klan were still waiting.
Well after the Klan had been safely hustl-
ed away, the police suddenly withdrew
the barricades and people went into the
streets. It was apparent that the Klan was
not going to march and some people
split. Others started marching along Pen-
nsylvania Avenue to Lafayette Park with
the Spartacists in the lead chanting, “We
Stopped the Klan.”’ But before this group
from the Capitol arrived, things started
getting hot at the police barricades at
Lafayette Park where hundreds more
people not part of any demonstration had
gathered. By this time they had begun to
get the sense that the “‘unofficial’’ pigs in
the sheets were not going to show their
face but the official>* pigs in blue were
in their face at the barricades. From all
appearances quite spontaneously, hun-
dreds of people surged through the bar-
ricades ‘and descended upon the police.
The police responded with teargas and
charging horses and the people fought
back, using the wood from the police bar-
ricades and anything else they could get
their hands on. An unmarked police car
was trashed and overturned and James
Madison’s house, sitting just opposite the
White House, was stoned and trashed.

For close to two hours the masses
managed to stay on the offensive by
dispersing and then regrouping at
another intersection nearby. Many peo-
ple left the site of the All People’s Con-
gress rally which was still going on and
joined in or watched excitedly along the
edges. A good number of young Palesti-
nians (some were later seen being rebuked
by their elders) deserted the rally and
jumped into the fray, sharing tactics with
the Black youth from D.C. Groups of
Vietnam veterans and others schooled in
the '60s shouted out tactical guidance and
prevented the fighters from getting en-
circled: Rocks went smashing through
the windows of the bank. Several other
classy downtown shops were targeted and
there was some rearranging of the
distribution relations—bicycles being a
particular favorite. Whenever police
would chase down and grab someone,
bold groups of youth would chase after
and liberate the prisoner, A number of
taxi drivers drove their cabs in front of
the cops to prevent them from arresting
people and picked upand transported in-
jured people to safety. Some people were
heard to remark that they hadn’t felt like
this since the '60s and one older Black
man shot back, ‘“Thisain’t the sixties, it’s
the '80s.”” While overall this outbreak
was a very spontaneous outpouring of
protest against national oppression, in
the midst of everything, there were small
pockets of sharp debate about the
necessity for revolution. Many question-
ed how it could actually be done “‘since
they have all the guns and we have only
rocks.” But there was a strong sense
of impatience' and the feeling as one
brother put it that, ‘*Black people can't
wait for 20 years—we need' revolution
now.” The militant Spartacists and other

local “‘firefighters’* urged people to go

home but nobody cared,

At one point the masses asked a
brother who was speakingabout the need
for reyolution to get up on a trash can so
that the whole crowd in the area could
hear what he was saying. Exposing the
role of the Klan for the imperialists, he
spoke about the need in these times for
preparation for a real struggle for power
by the proletariat and its allies and called
for people to take up the Programme and
Constitution of the RCP and wield the
Revolutionary Worker, Many people
clapped and cheered and some went.to get
newspapers right away.

Eventually police were able to disperse
the crowd and regain control. Their main
tactic had been to keep things contained
in the:downtown and prevent it from ex-
ploding into the Black neighborhoods
nearby, Thirty-eight people were arrested
and charged with looting, destruction of
property and several other charges. The
police and media also collaborated after

the fact and used ‘‘tipsters!’ to arrest
more people for looting based on TV and
newspaper photos.

The bourgeoisie was stunned and
horrified. ‘““Blind, senseless rage,”
shrieked police chief Turner at a press
conference that evening. It was instigated
by “‘opportunists. and misfits hellbent
on crime.'" Pictures of broken windows
and of youth grabbing bicycles were
splashed all over TV news along with in-
terviews of merchants and tourists who
had been supposedly “‘terrorized’ by
rampaging mobs. ‘“‘Shame!’” cried the
Washington Post: ‘‘Even to grace those
mindless rock and bottle throwers and
looters with the label of ‘anti-Klan pro-
testors’ gives them a status they don’t
deservetoenjoy.’’ How familiar are these
sanctimonious howls from the whores of
the U.S, godfathers of ‘‘civilization’® in
defense of their official and unofficial
armed thugs when the masses come out to
stalk them, revealing all the hatred and
contempt seething under the surface in
such *‘uncivilized’’ and ‘‘impolite’’
fashion: And the Klan? Why according

~to' such civilized bourgeois gentlemen,
these perpetrators of reactionary violence:
against the Black people that have been
openly built up in the press and not so
openly supported and utilized by the im-
perialists in enforcing systematic national
oppression, these pigs, whose presence on
the street is.an insult and provocation to
any progressive person, are just harmless
individuals,

Then came the inevitable libe-
ral and equally stomach-turning
fingerwagging from various reformists
and opportunists who wailed, ““The Klan
won.'" And according to such types, the
masses had brought it upon themselves:
this was not a respectable political pro-
test; if they’d only gone to church and
prayed; how could they have turned on
the police. Everyone searched for an ex-
planation: It must have been the
unemployment and Reagan’s inhuman
policies: of cutbacks in social services.
(Shades of the liberal handwringing that
went on after the rebellions in England
last year.) Apparently it is inconceivable
to people like this that the imperialist
system has anything to do with it.

Then Mr. Community Unity Fauntroy
led the charge against the “‘outside
agitators'': calling for an investigation in-
to possible conspiracy to incite a riot, he
condemned the ‘‘Communist Party’” and
“Trotskyites’’ as ““Tarzans who swing
through the jungle of Black experience in
America and exploit it for their own pur-
poses.”” While Fauntroy retracted his
remarks a day later and retreated to pat-
ting himself on the back for his construc-
tive exercises in passing out butter, the
police and media echoed his remarks,
stating that they planned to initiate such
an investigation and began a campaign
against agitators who stirred up the Black
masses. One TV station, flashing pictures
of the demonstration against Deng
Xiaoping on' the screen said that con-
spiracy charges had not been used in D.C.
since the RCP marched in 1979. (This of
course was not true: in fact the Mao
Tsetung Defendants, which this rather
pointed and blatant ‘“‘news item’’ was
referring to, did not face conspiracy
charges, although the government used
the term ‘‘joint enterprise’’ to conjure up
the image of political conspiracy.) While
it is not clear where the authorities will go
with such talk, what is quite clear is that
such charges of “*outside agitators’’ riling
up the masses on Nov. 27 are plainly
ridiculous and in fact it was quite un-
necessary for anyone to ‘‘incite’’ the peo-
ple to do such things. The “‘way things
are'’ is reason enough.

For many oppressed people as well as
the morerebellious among the petty bour-
geoisie and those who were active in the
'60s, the events of this Thanksgiving
weekend were rather inspiring. People
were talking about the major rebellion in
Washington in 1968. And for quite a
number of foreign-born, it was the first
time they had ever seen the Black masses
in this country engaged in the streets.
Among the youth who took to thestreets,
there was a definite sense of pride in see-
ing the pigs in retreat, if only for a few
hours and for the more revolutionary
minded, newly impelled into political life,
these events have raised very sharp ques-
tions of how to raise their political level
and how to go beyond such activity to ac-
tually dealing with the whole system and
what kind of leadership is actually
necessary to makerevolution. £l



Round Three To Come

Round Two: Kiko
Marlinez Acquitted

On Nov, 20, the scene in a Denver
federal courtroom, where Chicano ac-
tivist and attorney Francisco “‘Kiko”
Martinez was being tried for alleged mail-
bombings in a decade-long attempted
government frameup, suddenly burst in-
to joyous pandemonium., A crowd of
more than 60 of Kiko's supporters leaped
up onto their seats, wildly cheering and
applauding as the jury read out its ver-
dict: NOT GUILTY of all charges.

As Kiko was carried from the court-
room by triumphant friends and sup-
porters the standing ovation continued
until the last of the jurors (four of whom
themselves were in tears) had also left the
courtroom.

The government’s special prosecutors,
brought in from Chicago to try this case,
left the courtroom, refusing to make any
comment (o -the press.” The jury had
deliberated less than'4 houirs in coming to
their unanimous verdict of acquittal after
the five-week trial. One juror later stated
that she was so determined that Kiko be
acquitted that she had first played
“devil’s advocate,” arguing for convic-
tion in order to draw out any jurors who

were really for conviction so they could
then be taken on and defeated.

While summing up this latest trial as a
victory, a spokesperson for the defense
committee alsocautioned that *‘It’s.over,
but it’s not over — people can't sigh in
relief because there’s more to come.” In
1981, a mistrial (and acquittal) was
declared on similar charges against Kiko.
And still, yet a third set of mail bomb
charges against Kiko remains outstand-
ing. The head of the Denver U.S. At-
torney’s office stated: “*As for pro-
ceeding on, weintend to.do that and with
the appointment of the Chicago pro-
secutors who would continue on the
case.” (According to this same LI.S. at-
torney they cannot, however, appeal the
acquittal.)

The charges against Kiko originally
stemmed from indictments in 1973 for
alleged attempted mailbombings against
a cop:and a motorcyle shop (these are the
two sets of charges on which Kiko has
now been acquitted). Those indictments
were part of the government's repression
directed against the Chicano people and
attempts to crush the upsurge of struggle

~ *“untainted”’
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that grew especially sharp'in the '60s and
early '70s. Kiko Martinez was an activist
in' this struggle and, as an attorney,
defended many people arrested, as well as
many other political activists including
members of the American Indian Moye-
ment (AIM). The indictments were —
and still are — a desperate government
effort to “neutralize’” Kiko Martinez,
and it was understanding this that led
Kiko to choose political exile in Mexico
City over facing “‘justice’ at the hands.of
the state.

When Kiko was finally arrested in
1980, the government added the third in-
dictment — 7 years after the fact — foran
alleged attempted mail bombing of a
school board member in 1973. This
stands as the only remaining chargein the
wake of the current acquittal. The state
itself was forced to request a mistrial in
the previous railroad attempt in 1980
after searing exposure of ‘the
government’s plotting behind the scenes
to rig the outcome at secret meetings be-
tween the judge and prosecutors, cop
‘‘witnesses’’, even court clerks, etc.

As a result of these exposures, the
state’s charges (which duplicated the
three sets of federal charges) were drop-
ped after the first federal mistrial. Special
prosecutors were then
brought in from Chicagoand a new *‘fair
judge,”” Frank Theis, was brought in to
salvage the federal railroad and try to
bury the political essence of this case.

In fact, the prosecution took every op-
portunity to label Kiko a *‘terrorist and
mad bomber’’ with the Denver press obe-
diently mouthing these lies at every turn.
The prosecution’s two key witnesses were

the same Denver cops exposed for par-
ticipating in the earlier government con-
spiracy (both have been caught several
times lying about evidence—in par-
ticular, claiming to have Kiko’s finger-
prints on bombs, and never producing
any). Their case was exposed at the trial.
The “‘evidence’ the police claimed to
have taken from the packaging of a mail
bomb: (which itself is known to have ex-
isted only because the police and some
reactionaries in a motorcycle shop say it
did) turned out to be a shred of paper
authorities say is a fragment of the bomb
which they *accidentally’’ exploded,
They even admitted that the dubious
fingerprint supposedly found on it could
have been put there up to 7 years before it
was supposedly mailed.

The government is still quite determin-
ed to press ahead on the last set of
charges. The Denver U.S. Attorney said
that they are depending ¢n new rulings
that will allow them to bring in new
*‘evidence.’’ They want to bring in infor-
mation about -a/l the alleged bombings
that took place in Denver in the '60s and
'70s. According to prosecutors, this is in
order to portray the ‘‘tenor of the times.”’
The strategy is simple: guilt by associa-
tion. The Francisco ‘“‘Kiko'' Martinez
Defense Committee's immediate plans
are to continue fundraising for the legal
defense and to force Denver area news-
papers Lo print an article exposing this
now decade-long frameup attempt and
demanding that no third trial be held. [J

Student Editor Gets The Axe:
""TOO MUCH POLITICAL ADVOcCACY"

On November 9, two days before
Veterans Day and in the midst of nation-
wide efforts to eich into stone the re-
written history of the Vietnam war as.a
supposedly honorable one, a special
Veterans Day issue of the North Seattle
Community College (NSCC) weekly
newspaper, Polaris, hit the campus.
Within hours the editor, Michael
Cosgrove, was fired.

The centerfold of the special issue'con-

tained several articles dealing with Viet-.

nam vets along with two large cartoons.
While the articles stayed within the
bounds set by the bourgeoisie on
Veterans Day, the cartoons and the
overall headline — *‘Commemorating
the Horrors of War and Those Who
Waged It —all specially requested by
editor Cosgrove, were decidedly not what
was being called for. One cartoon pic-
tured rows of tombstonesin a forbidding
graveyard, The other showed the Grim
‘Reaper standing amid a host of corpses of
soldiers strewn on a desolate battlefield.

Even more provocative was a set of ads
that appeared in the paper (at left, bot-
tom, right). The first was your routine
Selective Service System announcement
of the requirement that 18-year-olds
register for the draft. The headline read:
“One of the easiest parts of becoming
187", and at the bottom it stated, “It's
quick. It’s easy. And it's the law."” Side-
by-side with this was another ad designed
by the Polaris staff “for balance, vis-a-
vis the ad at the left, as required by
responsible journalism.”” It displays
Noam Chomsky and Edward Herman's
scathing exposure of the role of U.S, im-
perialism in Indochina and calls on those
who are about to become “‘army-bait” to
educate themselves in order to learn
“whether or not the real power in this
country is in the hands of a greedy and
corrupt bunch of real jerks."

Besides this Cosgrove also featured
two editorials. One responded to an
editorial in the Seartle Times entitled
“Suharto, Reagan—Compatible Pair”
which portrayed them both as great
“statesmen.”” Cosgrove used some of the
exposure in Chomsky and Herman's
book to show a very different kind of
compatibility than that drawn by the
Times. Among other things he noted
Suharto’s bloody execution of over
300,000 members of the Communist Par-

ty of Indonesia in the ’60s and the
ruthless annexation of East Timor in
1976. Capping off the issue was a second
editorial lambasting the administration’s
efforts to censor the Polaris; a week
earlier Cosgrove had received a warning
reminding him that all copy must be sub-
mitted for approval to the paper '*Ad-
viser,”’ Mary Jane Merry, who had made
nossecret of her displeasure at the course
Cosgrove was steering, and that his *‘per-
sonal opinion'" must be reserved for the
editorial page.

When the Vets Day issue appeared, the
administration took action. A meeting of
the school’s Board of Publications, the
arm of authority for Adviser Mary
Merry, quickly:met, cited and then fired
Cosgrove. He was charged with 4 errors:
1) Use of his power as a journalist for
selfish or otherwise unworthy purposes;
2) promotion of private interests contrary
to the general welfare; 3) violation of the
provision that headlines should be fully

warranted by the contents of the articles
they surmount ;and4) misstatements of
fact.

The nitty-gritty was certainly . the
charge of pursuing “‘unworthy
purposes.” Cosgrove had already led the
paper in covering anti-nuclear war
events, the struggle against women'’s op-
pression, the U.S. in El Salvador. He also
opened the pages of the student paper for
debate on the U.S.-backed Israeli inva-
sion of Lebanon. Certainly the likes of
Mary Jane Merry and her superiors
found all this—not to even speak of the
satirical challenge to the Selective Service
and the other Vets Day salvoes — a most
“unworthy purpose’’ threatening the
campus’ ‘‘general welfare."” As for the
Vet's Day headline challenged in point 3
— fully unwarranted, naturally.

What the fourth point—‘‘misstate-
ment of fact”” — refers to is that, follow-
ing his second editorial challenging the
administration’s censorship efforts, Cos-

emergency.

I5 1o iL i only takes five minules

(Advertisement requested by the Selective Service Administration)

One of the
easlest parts
of becoming 18.

It you're about fo fum 18 Its ime

mean you have o give Up any
rights to defermenis: Registration
just gives Selective Service ciist
of names our country can draw
‘from i there’'s ever a national

Here's how lo tegister Within a
month of your 18th birthday, go
diown lo the nearest US Post Office.
Pick up [he simple registration
form and il [ out Then hand il o the postal clerk Thats all thete

it's quick. Its easy. And it's the law.

Natlonal Headquarters ’
Salectiva Sarvice System. Washington DC 20435

grove changed Mary Jane Merry’s title on
the Polaris masthead from *‘Adviser’’ to
“Adviser/Censor.”’ Since Cosgrove had
to submit all copy for Merry’s approval,
he somehow drew the conclusion that she
was indeed a ‘‘censor,”’ a not too
audacious conclusion. As if to prove the
point, the next issue's front page
presented the Board of Publication’s ra-
tionale for firing Cosgrove and an
editorial defending itentitled *“TooMuch
Political Advocacy.'’ Also featured wasa
letter froma vet and naval reservist decry-
ing Cosgrove’s ““yellow journalism,” ap-
propriately overlayed on a large gray
American flag. Adviser/Censor Merry
no doubt considered rhis a quite “‘worthy
purpose.”

Fittingly enough, at least two reporters
for the local media put together stories
about Cosgrove’s firing. Before they
made TV or press, they were summarily
spiked by their own ‘‘Adviser/Censors,”’
a.k.a. ““editors.” |

7 o register with Seleciive Satvice D
LS ondoesn't mean you'ra x v;\
going o be dratted. i doesn't s Rt

One of the
hardest parts

of becoming 18

(This ad was desigried by the Polaris staff for balance vis-a-vis the ad to the
left, as required by responsible journalism)

At 18, you become Army-bail, 25 soon as the
next Vietnam comes ‘along. Atithat point you
may be required to risk life and limb in the
service of 1.5, Imperalism and World
Capitalism.

The hard part: Educating yoursell 10 the point
at which you can see for yoursell whether or noy
real power in this country ks in'the hands of a
freedy and corrupt bunch of real jerks. Here's a
recommended start: Pick up a copy of Edward
Herman and Noim Chomsky's two-volume
""The Political Ecopomy of Human Rights.'”
(The UW Bookstare has it), Follow up the
references, read other books: 11's not as easy a3
registering for ihe deafi, but it behooves you 1o
find ot about the country you could be
“serving.'' The process could take months or

years.

It's slow. It's hard.
And you'd better believe
it ain't the law.
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Shlna the I.Ighf of Revoluﬂon

Bel'jnd the Prison Walls
Contribute to the

Prisoners Revolutionary

Literature Fund

Every month we receive dozens of requests from
prisoners around the country — from Attica to San
Quentin, from Sioux Falls to West Virginia — for
revolutionary books, pamphlets; and subscriptions
to the Revolutionary Worker and Revolution maga-
zine. If you are a regular reader of the Revolu-
tionary Worker then you are familiar already with
the inspiring and enthusiastic correspondence
from those behind bars. Inspiring inits interna-
tionalism In the face of constant repression (and
continued attempts by the authorities to ban
revolutionary literature altogether). Enthusiastic in
its demand for revolutionary literature to more
deeply understand the manifestations and/the
underlying contradictions at work under im-
perialism, and the revolutionary possibilities for its
overthow:

Much of this literature's revolutionary light
becomes magnified within the prison walls. Pri-
soners write to tell us of study groups with several
prisoners sharing a single copy of a work by Lenin
or Mao. Other letters tell of many prisoners read-
ing a single copy of the weekly Revolutionary
Worker and various pamphlets, as they are passed
from cell to cell.

In order to make sure that these revolutionary-
minded fighters inside the hellholes of the U.S. of
A. continue to receive the literature they so urgent-
ly demand and need, we are calling on our readers
and supporters to make an extra effort this time of
the year to'contribute generously to the Prisoners
Revolutionary Literature Fund. You may fill out the
form below and mail it with your denation to.our
national offices or, if more convenient, you may
drop in-at your nearest Revolution Books store or
contact your local Revolutionary Worker distribu-
tor'to make your contribution.

Yes, | want to contribute to “Shine the Light of
Revolution Behind the Prison Walls." Enclosed is
my contribution of $

In addition, | would like to be a regu[ar sustainer of

the Prisoners Revolutionary Literature Fund. ['wish
tocontribute®____ each monthl/year.
Name
Address
City.
" State Zip

| would a'lso like to subscribe to the Revolutionary
Worker.

] OneYear — 520,

[ Ten Weeks — 34.00

[-] Please send me alist of current publications of
the ACP.

PRISONERS REVOLUTIONARY LITERATURE FUND
. clo RCP Publications
P.O. Box 3486
Chicago, IL 60854

-

-




