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Meanwhile , security officials cordonel off the vast square . Foreiärers ivere forbidden
entry or to drive cars alors the rain Avenue of Eternal Tranquility skirting Tienanmen .
Only organised groups of Chinese civilians were permitted through the corion , possibly
in an attempt to deruse the crowds inside .

But a 1.oost hours after the protest starteci , no attempt had been made by the unal'mců
PLA and vir 2":1a to zreak aptie; onstration ,
ARTIC LE DISCUSSES REVOLUTION ON HEA LTH MOUNT

Peking Domestic Service in Mandarin 2270 GMT i Apr 76 OW

[ Text of article by Miao Yu (5379 i1?? } publishei in RED FLAG No 4 of 17'76 and crort
maged in the 2 April PEOPLE'S DAILY . "Beat Iack the Riuht Deviatio..1 . t wind to Revere
Verdicts on the Health Front " ]

n

í Text ] As everyone knows , that unrepentant capitalisë roader in the start,y has shown
extreme antipathy for "Chun Miao , " the fine filn that reflects the Great Holetarian
Cultural Revolution on the health front . He left quietly after seeing only half of
the fils and repeatedly condemned it as ietns "ultralert . " That incident showed not
only his opposition to the revolution 1

.1 literature and art but also his hostility
toward the revolution in health work . It was precisely ths sa pitalist roader who poked

h
is

nose into the health departments and launchel uniridled attacks acainst the new
socialist things o

n the health front when h
e dished out the revisionist prosram o
r

"taking the three directives a
s the key link " and vigorously raised the richt deviation

ist wind to reverse verdicts . He obstructe ? and 17terfered with the consistent Imple
mentation o

f

Cha irman Mao's brilliant 26 June directive . He ained the spearhead directly

a
t

Chairman Mao's proletarian line o
n health ivorili .

However , "reversing verdicts goes against the will o , the people . " The sacotage activ
ities o

f

that unrepentant capitalist roader in the party were boycotted b
y

the vast
nunkers or cadres and the masses . They alco aroused righteous invigration among people
throughout the country . In the treat striggle initiated and led b

y

Chairman Mao to

beat back the right deviationist wind to reverse verdicts , the broad inasses o
n the health

front , under the leadership o
f

the party committees a
t all levels , are criticizing the

revisionist line o
f

the unrepentant capitalist roader b
y grasping the question o
f right

a
n
d

wrong to beat back the right davlationist wind with manificent revolutionary achieve
ments in health work .

T
h
e
"ministry o
f

health for urban overlords " must b
e criticized . The unrepentant capital

1
st roader in the party totally necated and flatly renie ' he Ironclad fact that h
e

and

Ll
u

Shao -chi h
a
d

ganged u
p prior to the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in peddling

th
e

revisionist line to oppose Chairman Mao's revolutionary line . One of the methods

b
e

used in conversation was to blend the aci levements nade under the guidance o
f Chair

m
a
n

Mao's revolut ionary line with the damage caused b
y

Liu Shao - chi's revisionist line .

While saying vaguely that the " correct line has been followed over the past 2
5 years ,

h
e

made 1
0 mention o
f

either the strugële between the two lines or the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution . B

y doing so , h
e negaten the salotain and disruption caused b
y

Liu
Shao -chi's revisionist line over the past 1

7 years ani :lngatel the necessity and signifi .

cance o
f

the Great Proletaria : Cultural Revolution .

with th
e

back -stace E
e :eral manager selecting te tune , a rijht deviationist wind to

naverse verdicts in healt : circles was raise ! in 2
0 time a
t all in order to present the

merits o
f

the revisionist line over the past 1
7 year's .
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11
At the beginning , he muttered timidly that " It is hard to say how the past 17 years
should be evaluated ; more study is necessary . Later , he finally took ofi his mask ,
came forward and sa ld bluntly that " tremendous achievements have been made in the past

25 years " and that " this observation should also apply to the health front , Thus ,
he showed his true color of wanting to reverse verdicts and settle scores .

n 11

HA thus posed for the proletariat a question of extreme importance : Is Chairman Mao's
sharp criticism of the former Health Ministry as being the "ministry of health for
urban overlords " correct ? This question of right and wrong must be solved through
donate . As a matter of fact , it is not at all difficult to answer this question . There
is no need to look here and there , either A look at the actual situation in the Min
istry of Health over the past 17 years is more than sufficient , Prior to the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution , Liu Shao -chi and company refused to implement Chairman
Mao's proletarian line on health work . Almost all of Chlarman Mao's important Instruc
tions -- such as "health work should be seared to the needs of workers , peasants and
soldiers , " putting prevention first ," "mobilizing the masses to fight against diseases
by themselves " and " combining traditional Chinese medicine and pharmacology with Western
methods "--were not scrupuously implemented . In many places , the power over medical and
health work was still in the hands of bourgeois intellectuals . Given these circumstances ,
the emphasis in all health work was on cities and the countryside was neglected .

11

At that time , the overwhelming majority of manpower , material and financial resources
was in the cities . Medical and health organs were set up in cities and towns far away
from the rural areas . No importance was given to the prevention and treatment of common
diseases . Medical workers were seldom sent deep into the countryside , and the question
of serving the masses of peasants was not solved wholeheartedly . Poor and lower-middle
pensants who journeyed through hilly areas and crossed rivers to see a doctor or to luy
meriicine were often discriminated against , shown indifference or even rejected by
hospitals .

We wish to ask those who have raised the right deviationist wind to reverse verdicts :
Is the former Ministry of Health , which paid no attention to the problems of birth ,
old age , sickness and death of the masses of peasants , not a "ministry of health for
urban overlords " ? Is it possible to consider the serious condition in which the vast
countryside was short of both doctors and medicine your great achievement ? The former
Ministry of Health emphasized cities and neglected the countryside , But on hom in the
cities was the emphasis placed ? On the urban working class and other la boring masses
and revolutionary cadres ? No , never !

As agents of the bourgeo 18 ie within the party , the revisionists represent the interests
of the bourgeoisie and other exploiting classes and will never pay any attention to the
wrking masses . Surely , among those who assumed leadership over hospitals prior to the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution there were good people too . However , as these
people had followed the erroneous line pushed by Liu Shao -chi, the actual leadership
in many places was not in the hands of the proletariat . They never pro noted the
ideological transformation of medical workers , and the thinking and feelings of many
medical workers were alien to those of the working masses . It was common at that time
for sick urban working people to be treated by hospitals in a perfunctory manner and
finally removed from the hospital . What the revisionist line on health work did care
about were only a few urban overlords , particularly those capitalist roaders in the
party opnosed Chairman Mao's revolutionary line ,
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All activities , from the medical syster and examination and treatment methods to the
orientation of medical researc: and targets of !?n ? ical college trai.ind , were at tnat
line geared to the needs of the urban overlords .
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To gear our country's health work to the needs of consolidating the dictatorship of the
proletariat , the proletariat , the poor and lower -middle peasants as well as the other
working masses must unswervingly follow Chairman Mao's revolutionary line on health
work , continue to criticize the former "ministry of health for urban overlords , " and
repudiate that revisionist line on health work pushed by Liu Shao -chi and company .
Barefoot doctors and the cooperative medical service permit no negation .

Criticizing the old Ministry of Health as the "ministry of health for urban overlords , "
Chairman Mao emphasized : " In medical and health work , stress the rural areas . " Since
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution , the broad revolutionary masses on the medical
and health front have resolutely and thoroughly implemented Chairman Mao's revolutionary
line in health work and deepened criticism of the revisionist line . In this way , profound
changes have taken place on the medical and health front .

M
O
O
T
H

In recent years we have gradually shifted the ma in manpower , material and financial
resources o

f

the health department to the countryside . Particularly since the emergence

o
f

two new socialist things --barefoot doctors and the cooperative medical service -- in the
countryside remarkable improvements have been made in relieving the shortaces of doctors
and medicine there . Not only have the working people throughout China been elated b

y

developments such a
s

these , but people living under the capitalist system in other parts

o
f

the world who are aware o
f

the clear distinction between this medical system and
theirs have warmly praised barefoot doctors and cooperative medical service a

s

new
things that really serve the people . Certainly , that unrepentant capitalist roader in

party who thinks only o
f

the urban overlords would never b
e satisfied with these

revolutionary changes .

Once h
e quickly jumped out into the open to attack barefoot doctors a
s

some thinr or low
quality , alleging that before long barefoot doctors should wer straw sandals , cloth
shoes and leather shoes . His reactionary attempt to reverse verdicts became so emotionally
impatient that he was driven to the point o

f using nonsensical language to attack new
things . Instigated b

y

him , a cold wind to negate the cooperative medical service was
soon whipped u

p

in society in general . Some people described the cooperative medical
service a

s
" socialism doing the thing o
f

communism , " and the "communist wind , " and so

on and so forth .

In the final analysis , what methods should b
e used to assess the standards o
f

barefoot
doctors ? Medical techniques ? Medical techniques neither drop i'rom the sky nor are
they innate . They are developed from medical practice and can b

e constantly improved as

a result of practice . Barefoot doctors have given first priority to preventing and con
trollinc commonly encountered diseases as well as to diseases with a high incidence of
occurrence in the countryside . They apply both Chinese and Western medicine o

n the one
hand and , o

n the other , collect , grow and produce medicinal herbs . They have not only
achieved a certain level of skill but are familiar with a relatively wide range of
techniques a

s well . Some diseases declared b
y bourgeois specialists a
s
" incurable " have

been cured by barefoot doctors .

Barefoot doctors and so -called professional doctors difier only in that the former have
never been educated in regular medical universities . Whatever level of medical skills
they have reached really has nothing to do with whether or not they have received a college
education . No one should place blind faith in universities because real skills are
usually not acquired in school . In particular , they could not b

e acquired from old
medical colleges dominated by the revisionist line in education and cherished by that
unrepentant capitalist roader within the party .
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en education was dominated by the revisionist line , it paid no attention to practice .
For this reason , graduates i'resh from medical colleges usually could not work
independencly in preventing and controlling disease . Au that time , what tney acquired
catered only to the needs of cities . Once they were sent to the countryside , they were
helpless because they were deprived or medical equipment available to them in the
cities . The level of their medical technique was no necessarily higher tan buat of
whose barefoot doctors who were familiar witr . the nature or diseases and their causes
as well as with the physical conditions of peasants in trie countryside .

Ci course , barefoot doctors will have to continue to improve their skills in the service
of the people by more practice and more craining . But that unrenentant capitalis moader
wiinin te party had no intention or 13 :5in .. ? technical level oľ barefoot doctors
Wien he attacked it as low . Ti ose scirrini kc riront deviationis : ind to reterse
verdicts in education circles have done everything rossible to ousirui medical colleres
from learning the " from commune to communes exocrience or Chaoyans Agricultural College
in training barefoot doctors . Then one collece was allowed to stuc : Chaova : ;, tie
ineclivocally said that this was the only collese permitted to do so and others were
rot advised to follow suii . This sta jement is a biocani attack on barefoot docuors as
something 0 ;' low quality and an aitend to create nublic opinion or onde purrose of
Stialiri tiis me!! turing . Only in tiris way can vier force toCarvioo covers de
Tov under the pretext oliveir low qualib " .ile allowin ' on : 1," ... lali " CO210x'S
Cerised by tam co serve urban overlcres alors . IS ! : is not 1 : 1 anni o male te
auces of poor and lower - iidilo peasants sincer iorever 'ro : 3.00 O doctors
and medicine ?
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In the of socialism , that a chicken feather can't fly up to heaven no longer holds
true . The poor want to remake their lives . The old system is dying and a new system is
being born . Chicken feathers really are flying up to heaven . It is happening in China .
And it is going to happen all over the world . " What an excellent rebuff this was by
Chairman Mao ! Through the Great Cultural Revolution , barefoot doctors and other new
socialist things really are flying up to heaven ! The proletariat and the poor and lower
middle peasants are taking hold of the power to control the medical service !

*

The rural cooperative medical service , which was born at almost the same time as barefoot
doctors , reflects the urgent demand as the masses of poor and lower -middle peasants
to change , as soon as possible , the situation of the shortage of doctors and medicines
in the rural areas under the guidance of Chairman Mao's revolutionary line in health
affairs . It was a revolutionary innovation in which they organized to carry out mutual
assistance and cooperation and to take the socialist road on the question regarding doctors
and medicines .

The funds for the cooperative medical service come partly from the commi ne members '
savings through self - reliance , partly from public welfare funds originally intended for
establishing collective walfare businesses , and partly from funds raised by the
commine members . Whatever the source , they must be used for the prevention and
treatment of disease among the commune members . Since the funds come from the
commune members and are spent on the commune members , they are different in essence from
the "comunist wind " of equalization and transfer [ the distribution of public property
on an equal basis , and transfer after equalization of the property to those units which
have less , without considering the prevailing conditions , manpower , local resources
and so forth ) .

a

Yes ,

The cooperative medical service can prevent the commune members from suffering hardships
caused by ulcers and diseases , and it is conducive to bestricting bourgeois rights .
This is where the superiority of cooperative medical service lies . Developing such
new socialist thing is precisely a job which should be done in the historical period of
socialism , how can it be described as " socialism doing the thin of communism ? "
in the historical period of socialism many now things with the quality of communist
sprouts vill ellerge . If they have to be eliminated hecause of that quality , then would
not all the new things in the entire historical period of socialism that have the.

quality of comunist sprouts lose their rnnm to survive ? With things going this way ,
would not socialism ha unable to pass over to communism , and return instead to
capitalism ?

a

The so -called " sncjalism dning the thing of comminism " has no basis either in theory
or in practice . Comminists are supmsed to create conditions continuously and to
struggle to realize comminism , Would there be any qualities of comminism left in
communist , if he negated new socialist things and feared o : hated conminism ? The
principal contradiction must be clearly recognized . The revolution must be
persistently contimied . while attacking , now socialist things , that unrepentant
capitalist roader within the party also made every effort to paddle the belief that
the main problems on the health front at prosent are " not þarning technology "
and "mt studying vocational work ," It sounds as if the principal contradiction
on the health front at present were mot the class struggle between the proletariat
and the bourgeoisie , but a question of whether to learn technology . Is it not a naked
negation of the party's basic line and peddling the theory of the dying out of class
struggle ?
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What is really the main contradiction on the health front at present ? That unrepentant
capitalist roader within the party has provided a striking answer with his own words and
deeds . On the one hand , he untiringly bubbled that the main contradiction is lack of
professional training . On the other hand , he --on behalf of the bourgeoisie --unleashed
a frantic attack on the proletariat . llis attack concentrated on such main issues as
whether health work should serve the proletariat and the door and lower -middle peasants ,
whether health work should serve the majority of the peonie , or whether its stress
should be shifted to the rural areas . These issues all concern the orientation and
the road of health work . It is on these issues that the strucle between the two
classes , roads and lines has raged unaba ted and will continue to do so during the entire
historical period of socialism . Obviously , if the proletariat gets taken in by the
rumors and sophistry of that unrepentant capitalist roader within the party and
preoccupies itself with the technical and professional as nects of health care to the
extent that it lowers its guard on these fundamental issues and fails to grasp class
strusgle as the key link , health work will efinitely set on the wrons track .

C
h
e

emphasis o
n technical comnetence and professional trainin , is onl :: a siokescreen

thrown u
p b
y

that unrepentant capitalist roader within the party . The theory of the dying
out o

f

class strucsle has always been a deceptive revisionist 'ecept . what the theory
warts to dcaden is the struccle between the proletariat , and the 30:11 ;eoisie . the theory
itself is the bourgeoisie's ideologica i weson to naralne arci attack the violetariat
and its concoction was intended to helr the hopeoisie's ail - out assauli . on the proletariat .

1

Chairman Mao pointed out : " In the iristorical criod o
f socialisri , there are still classes ,

class contradictions and class strucflc . There is tine stru " : le etween the socialist
road and the capitalist road , and there is the dance : i canita list resco.ation .

This teachin ; hüs validit ; for 11 fronts and ali types of WOK. Tou.h there are
many contraictions o

n

the health front , the n
o one remains tro C118 cti'u rele between

the proletariat and the bourgeoisie .

are

This contradiction d
e termines and affects thie existence and developen of her

contradictions , Technical problers car only v
e orei ; soived Putvins " roletarian

nolitics in corukind and grasuinc class strujole . Co we need prolessional tiain..ng ?

If we do not settleFo
r

th
e

bette : health of the neople o
r for our own fame and nofit ?

e will coast.2 ;.this issue and dimly under o professional con fo . icon wake ,

It is true that there were people in the public health circles who sind somethini neative
like : " here is no need to read Youedical tools O " set 10 in ouerating rooms .
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That unrepentant capitalist roader within the party accused party leaders of ignorance
in professional matters and bubbled that the Ministry of Health should be headed toy
his so - called " professionals . " This is one example of how he tried to push
organizationally his revisionist program of taking the three directives as the key
link . On this point , the Ministry of Health once had a bitter lesson . Chairman
Mao once severely criticized certain leading comrades of the Ministry of Health for
having the wrong idea that " public health is a special technical field , You look
nothing about it so keep your hands off . ' He pointed out that the party must exercise
leadership in everything and must provide leadership over health care . The party's
leadership over health care is , in essence , the leadership of Chairman Mao's proletarian
revolutionary line . Politics is the commander , the soul in everything . Leaders of
the health departments must firmly grasp class struggle as the key link . Then they
will have the right perspective and will see clearly the ginection in which the
revolution will progress .

11

That unrepentant capitalist roader within the party harped on the old cliche " a
person cannot be a leader without understanding vocational work : a nonprofessional
cannot lead a professional , " as used by the bourgeois right ist in the year when they
attacked the party . His aim was to install those so - called professiona 16 who were
"enthusiastic " for restoration and those capitalist rozders who refused to meri teir
ways , and let them usurp leadership and revive the "plastry of Health : for urban
over loads , " in order to make them serve the restoration of capitalisri .

-

The wheels of history carrot be turned back . Through the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution , the masses of revolutionary people have greatly raise ? heir consci.cusness
of class struggle and the struggle between the two lines , That unrepentant capitalist
roader within the party is very much isolated , and he will not succeed in his perverted
conspiracy of restoration . However , this lenewed shocking struggle between restoration
and antirestoration has profoundly educated us : " The issue of who will win in the
revolution can only be settled over a inng historical period , If things are not
properly handled , it is possible for a capitalist restoration to take place at any
time . let no one in the party or among the people in our county think that everythirs
will be all right after one or two Groat Cultural Revolutions , or three or four . We
must be very much on the alert and never lose vigilance . "

1

!

We must cor scientiously study Chairman parts directives et class struggl : and the
dictatorship of the proletariat . , stridy Chairman 1.tao ' $ airectives on the counterattack
on the right deviationist wind of reversine verdict , and , in compliance with
Chairman ito's great strategic plans , critic ;% the movisionist program of " taking
the three directives as the key 11.nk , " and resolutely haat hack thą right deviationist
win of reversing the verdicts . We should take class struggle as the key link ,
persist in grasping revoJution and promote production , other work and preparadeness
against war , do a good join in al ] work on tha health front , and carry the revolution
in health through to the end .


