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( Text ) Peking , December 31 , 1975 ( HSINHUA ) --Following is the full text of the New
Year's Day , 1976 editorial by the PEOPLE'S DAILY , the RED FLAG journal and the LIBERATION
ARMY DAILY entitled "Nothing Is Hard in This World If You Dare To Scale the Heights " :

Nineteen seventysix has arrived . Today witnesses the publication of two poems written
by our great leader Chairman Mao in 1965 : " Chingkangshan Revisited --To The Tune of Shui
Tiao Keh Tou " and "Two Birds : A Dialogue -- To the Tune of Nien Nu Chiao " . Through
artistic images which splendidly combine revolutionary realism and revolutionary
romanticism , these two brilliant works describe the excellent situation at home and
abroad in which " THE WORLD IS BEING TURNED UPSIDE DOWN " and " PAST SCENES ARE TRANSFORMED " ;
they hail the heroism of the revolutionary people who " CAN CLASP THE MOON IN THE NINTH
HEAVEN AND SEIZE TURTLES DEEP DOWN IN THE FIVE SEAS "; they set forth the historical
law that Marxism - Leninism is sure to prevail while revisionism is bound to fail . The
publication of these two poems of Chairman Mao's is an event of great political and
immediate significance and a great inspiration to the people throughout the country .
As we stride into the new year reading Chairman Mao's poems and surveying our vast
country and the revolutionary storms around the world , we are full of emotion and
pride and are all the more confident of winning new victories .

Look ! "ORIOLES SING , SWALLOWS SWIRL ... EVERYWHERE " . Through the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution , the movement to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius , the movement to
study the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the criticism of the novel
"Water Margin " , our party is full of vigour , our people are in high spirits , our country
is flourishing , and the dictatorship of the proletariat is stronger than ever . New
socialist things are blooming in profusion throughout our country . The masses of the
people of all nationalities are perseveringly studying Marxism -Leninism - Mao Tsetung
Thought ; they are deepening their understanding of classes , class struggle and the
struggle between the two lines in socialist society and their awareness of the need to
restrict bourgeois rights and continue the revolution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat . The three - in -one combination of the old , the middle -aged and the young
has invigorated leading bodies at all levels , and millions of successors to the cause of
proletarian revolution are tempering themselves in accordance with the five requirements
set by Chairman Mao . The revolution in literature and art exemplified by the model
revolutionary theatrical works has resulted in an efflorescence of creative work in
socialist literature and art . The revolution in education is advancing in struggle
in the direction pointed out by Chairman Mao , and gratifying results have been achieved
in the efforts to transform schools into instruments of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and bring up workers with both socialist consciousness and culture . The
revolution in health work is overcoming the rural shortage of doctors and medicines ,
barefoot doctors are steadily maturing , and the cooperative medical system has become
more consolidated . By entering May 7 cadre schools , going down to do manual labour
and studying a fresh , large numbers of cadres have increased their awareness of the need
to continue the revolution and regained their revolutionary youthfulness .



I. PRC2 Jon 70 E 2

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

More than ten million school graduates have gone to the vast countryside where they are
persevering in the revolution and growing sturdily , The entry of the working class into
institutions of higher education , middle and primary schools and other organizations in
the supe ::structure has put an end to the domination of these organizations by
bourgeois intellectuals . The formation and growth of theoretical contingents of
workers , peasants and soldiers are pushing the socialist revolution forward on the
ideological and cultural fronts . The mass movement to learn from Tachai in agriculture
is actively progressing . Hundreds of millions of people have been aroused and a
million cadres have gone to the agricultural front line . The revolutionary drive to
build Tachai - type counties throughout the country is surging ahead , China has had good
harvests for 14 years running . The mass movement to learn from Taching in industry is
developing in depth , giving fuller play to the revolutionary spirit of independence
and self - reliance and increasing industrial production beyond previous levels .
Professional scientific and technical personnel are integrating themselves with workers
and peasants and doing scientific research in an open -door way , a man -made earth
satellite has been recovered , and science has made further progress , The target for
gross industrial and agricultural output set in the fourth five -year plan has been
successfully met . In our country prices are stable , the market is brisk , and people's
11ving standards have been rising steadily .

1.11 this is a forceful refutation of the fallacy that " the present is not as good as
the past " . All this represents a great victory for Chairman Mao's proletarian
revolutionary line and for the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and the movement
to criticize Lin Piao and Confucius .

Under the leadership of the party Central Committee headed by Chairman Mao , the whole
party , the whole army and the people of all nationalities of the country should
in the new year adhere to the party's basic line , conscientiously study the theory of
the dictatorship of the proletariat , take class struggle as the key link , continue to
implement Chairman Mao's important instructions , advance the socialist revolution in
all spheres of the superstructure , promote stability and unity , accelerate the develop
ment of socialist agriculture and industry and the entire economy , and strive to further
consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat ,

Chairman Mao has tavisht us : "NEVER FORGET CLASSES AND CLASS STRUGGLE . "

Recently Chaiman Mao has again taught us : "STABILITY AND UNITY DO NOT MEAN WRITING OFF
CLASS STRUGGLE ; CLASS STRUGGLE IS THE KEY LINK AND EVERYTHING ELSE HINGES ON IT . "

Taking class struggle as the key link -- This has been Chairman Mao's fundamental theory
and practice in leading our party in carrying out the socialist revolution over the
past 20 years and more . As Chairman Mao pointed out once again in 1965 when
criticizing L Shao- chi's revisionist line , " CLASS CONTRADICTION , THE CLASS STRUGGLE
BETWEEN THE PROLETARIAT AND THE BOURGEOISIE AND THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE SOCIALIST ROAD

AND THE CAPITAIJST ROAD EXIST THROUGHOUT THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD . WE SHALL GO ASTRAY
IF WE FORGET THIS FUNDAMENTAL THEORY AND PRACTICE OF OUR PARTY OVER THE LAST DOZEN
YEARS OR SO . "

*



I. PRC. 2 Jan 76 E 3

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Many years of historical experience show that negating or revising the principle of
taling class struggle as the key link is bound to lead to mistakes in theory and practice .
The struggle between the two lines --to practise Marxism or to practise revisionism -- is
the reflection within the party of the strucle between the two classes and between the
two roads . The recent farrago on the educational front , representing a risht deviationist
wini to reverse previous verdicts , is a conspicuous manifestation of the revisionist line
thou Stands a gainst the proletariat on behalf of the bourgeoisie . This shows once again
that class struggle is long and tortuous and at times very acute in socialist society .
We should remain sober -minded , persevere in our proletarian struggle against the hourgeoisie
and never for a moment forget the key link , class struggle . Only when the key link is
grasped will everything fall into place . In criticizing the eclectic view that puts
politics on a par with economics , Lenin said :

" POLITICS CANNOT BUT HAVE PRECEDENCE OVER ECONOMICS . TO ARGUE DIFFERENTLY MEANS FORGETTING
THE ABC OF MARXISM . What is politics ? Lenin said : " POLITICS MEANS A STRUGGLE BETWEEN
CLASSES " . If one forgets the key link , class struggle , one will be a blind , half -baked
and muddle -headed revolutionary and depart from the socialist orientation .

.

How to assess the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution --This is a concentrated reflection
of the current struggle between the two classes , the two roads and the two lines . Both
the ninth and tenth congresses of the party definitely appraised the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution . To approve or negate this great revolution is in essence a struggle
between continuing revolution on the one hand and restoration and retroggression on the
other . This struggle will go on for a long time . Our cadres must continue to study the
theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat , carry on criticism of the novel "Water
Margin ", re -study Chairman Mao's instructions on the Great Proletarian cultural Revolution ,
gain a deep understanding of the fact that the principal contradiction in socialist
society is the contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie , a deep under
standing of these two classes and the class struggle between them and of the character ,
target , task and prospects of the socialist revolution , and consciously grasp the party's
basic line and policies for the historic period of socialism . Only thus can one have a
correct attitude toward the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution , the masses and oneself .
It is essential to go on criticizing the counter -revolutionary revisionist line of Liu
Shao -chi and of Lin Piao , capitalist tendencies and the ideology of bourgeois right and to
defend and develop the fruits of the victory of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution .

A correct attitude toward this revolution calls for a correct attitude toward the new
things that have emerged under socialism . New socialist things are the fresh fruits
of the triumph of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie . They are the great and vital
inventions of hundreds of millions of people . They restrict bourgeois right in all
spheres and reflect the trend of historical development --socialism and communism will
inevitably replace capitalism . Chairman Mao has said : "NEW THINGS ALWAYS HAVE TO
EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTIES AND SETBACKS AS THEY GROW " ; " THE MASSES ARE THE REAL HEROES " .
Every member of the Communist Party and every revolutionary must fervently support new
revolutionary things .
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It should be noted that new things have to go through a process of development and
that they are liable to have certain shortcomings . One should adopt a positive attitude
toward them and take measures to perfect them on the basis of fully affirming their
achievements . In no way should one behave like a bourgeois lord , peremptorily denounce
them and pour cold water on them . Still less should one follow the handful of hostile
people who have ulterior motives in their attempts to strangle new things . We should take
class struggle as the key link and continue to do a good job in carrying out the revolution
in education , in literature and art and in health work , and in conducting struggle -criticism
transformation on all fronts .

"THE GREAT PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION IS A POWERFUL MOTIVE FORCE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF THE SOCIAL PRODUCTIVE FORCES IN OUR COUNTRY . " Nineteen seventysix is the first year
of the fifth five -year plan for the development of our national economy ; efforts should
be made to fulfil and overfulfillthe state plan . It is essential to persist in BUILDING
OUR COUNTRY INDEPENDENTLY AND WITH THE INITIATIVE IN OUR OWN HANDS , THROUGH SELF -RELIANCE ,
HARD STRUGGLE , DILIGENCE AND THRIFT , continue to carry out the principle of "GRASP RE
VOLUTION , PROMOTE PRODUCTION AND OTHER WORK AND PREPAREDNESS AGAINST WAR " , go all out , aim
high and achieve greater , faster , better and more economical results in building socialism ,
and push the national economy forward . We must continue to deepen the mass movement in
agriculture , learn from Tachai and , with the whole party taking part in a tremendous
effort to develop agriculture , strive to build Tachai - type counties throughout the country .
We must adhere to the charter of the Anshan iron and steel company CONTINUE TO DEEPEN THE
MASS MOVEMENT IN INDUSTRY , LEARN FROM TACHING and take our own path of industrial de
velopment . Whether in industry , agriculture or any other field of work , it is necessary
to take class struggle as the key link , rely on the masses , conduct investigations and
studies , sum up experience and do a good job in grasping typical cases .

11

Leadership by the party is the basic guarantee for the victory of our cause . Party
committees at all levels must strengthen their leadership , pay close attention to study ,
educate and train cadres , and conscientiously implement Chairman Mao's revolutionary
line and principles and policies . The great debate on the educational front should be
conducted under the leadership of party committees at various levels ; no " fighting groups "
should be organized . A strict distinction should be made between the two types of con
tradictions which differ in nature and they should be handled correctly . Major issues of
right and wrong in the two -line struggle should be settled through debate so as to achieve
clarity in ideology and draw a clear : line of demarcation between Marxism and revisionism .
With regard to comrades who have made mistakes , we should follow the policy LEARN FROM PAST
MISTAKES TO AVOID FUTURE ONES AND CURE THE SICKNESS TO SAVE THE PATIENT , basing ourselves
on the formula "UNITY --CRITICISM AND SELF -CRITICISM --UNITY . ".
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We should continue to pay attention to the three - in -one combination of the old , the
middle -aged and the young . Guided by Chairman Mao's revolutionary line , we should unite
more than 95 percent of the masses and cadres , unite with all the forces that can be
united with , mobilize all positive factors and do our work in every field still better .

The current International situation is excellent , there is great disorder under heaven .
All the basic contradictions in the world are daily sharpening . The factors for both
revolution and war are visibly increasing . Phoney " goulash " communism has gone bankrupt .
The Marxist -Leninist parties and organizations in various countries are growing stronger
in the struggle against modern revisionism . The countries and people of the Third World
have been playing their role as the ma in force in the struggle against imperialism ,
colonialism and great -power hegemonism . The contention between the two hegemonic powers ,
the Soviet Union and the United States , is intensifying ; strategically Europe is the
focus of their contention . Soviet social -imperialism , which is "making a feint to the
East while attacking in the West " and most energetically playing the fraudulent game of
"detente " , is precisely the most dangerous source of war today . We must heighten our
vigilance and be prepared against war . We must continue to carry out the strategic princi
ples advanced by Chairman Mao : "DIG TUNNELS DEEP , STORE GRAIN EVERYWHERE , AND NEVER SEEK
HEGEMONY " ; "BE PREPARED AGAINST WAR , BE PREPARED AGAINST NATURAL DISASTERS , AND DO EVERY
THING FOR THE PEOPLE " . The People's Liberation Army and the masses of militiamen should
carry forward the ir glorious revolutionary traditions , strengthen pre pa redness against
war , train hard , be strict with themselves and always be ready to wipe out any invading
enemy . We are determined to liberate Taiwan province , our sacred territory .

"NOTHING IS HARD IN THIS WORLD IF YOU DARE TO SCALE THE HEIGHTS . " Chairman Mao's
brilliant verses show the bright and magnificent prospects before us and the tortuous
struggle we have to go through on our way forward . They will guide us in breaking
through brambles and thorns and in advancing courageously along the great road of
continuing revolution . Under the guidance of Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary
line and the leadership of the party Central Committee headed by Chairman Mao and with
the unity of the whole party , the whole army and the people of the whole country , we are
sure to overcome all difficulties and hazards and win still greater victories in the
new year .

PEOPLE'S DAILY PUBLISHES NEW MAO POEMS
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[Text ] Peking , December 31 , 1975 (HSINHUA ) --Two poems by Chairman Mao are reprinted in
the PEOPLE'S DAILY and other Peking news papers in the New Year's Day issue . Entitled
"chingkangshan Revisited -- To the Tune of Shui Tiao Ken Tou " and "Two Birds : A Dialogue --
To the Tune of Nien Nu Chiao ", the poems a published in the January 1976 issue of the
jornal POETRY . They read in full as follows :
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